PROJECT BRIEF
A Study on the Existing Benefit-Sharing
Mechanisms in the Philippine CommunityBased Forest Management (CBFM)

PROPONENT

COUNTRY
Philippines

PROPONENT
Forest Resources Management Division (FRMD), Forest Management Bureau,
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

BACKGROUND
The provision of socioeconomic benefits to community members is a key
component in the design and implementation of Community-based Forest
Management (CBFM) initiatives in the Philippines. It is based on the underlying
principles of social equity, sustainability, and community participation in forest
management and biodiversity conservation. CBFM often involves the devolution
of natural resources management to community and relies on them to facilitate
transparency, accountability, and participation. However, literature suggests
that benefits from CBFM rarely reach community members in equitable manner.
It is also well noted that benefits rarely flow to community members involved in
CBFM projects, and if it does, these benefits only reach a few well-placed
community members.
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The project will examine the relationship between local government institutions,
communities, and benefit-sharing systems in CBFM programs, particularly on
how the CBFM-People’s Organizations (CBFM-POs) manage the distribution of
benefits.

OBJECTIVES
The main objective of this project is to document, through case study, the
successful benefit-sharing mechanisms/systems of CBFM-POs to develop a
policy recommendation. Specifically, it aims to:
1. Document and understand different forms of benefit-sharing
arrangements in communities that provide success of CBFM and
equitable development among its members, including factors for its
success such as maturity of the organization, financial and other related
socio-economic status, and cultural inclination, among others;
2. Identify the gaps in benefit-sharing policy and research; and
3. Generate empirical information on how different types of benefit-sharing
in natural resources management arise.
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scholarship, research and
development, and knowledge
management. It serves 11 SEAMEO
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and Vietnam. SEARCA is hosted by
the Government of the Philippines
on the campus of the University of
the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) in
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states, other governments, and
various international donor
agencies.

EXPECTED OUTPUTS
1. Case study of successful benefit-sharing mechanisms/systems of CBFMPOs; and
2. Policy recommendations on benefit-sharing mechanisms that may be
adopted by CBFM-POs.

METHODOLOGY
The study will implement the following research methods:
1. Documentation through case study of successful-benefit sharing
mechanisms; and
2. Consultation workshops with stakeholders.

PROJECT AREA
Selected CBFM-POs in selected regions nationwide

CONTACT INFORMATION
Mr. Orlando A. Panganiban
Forest Resources Management Division
E-mail: fmb2cbfm@gmail.com

DURATION
One year (March 2018 – March 2019)

APPROVED BUDGET
25,000 US Dollars

CONTACT SEARCA
Southeast Asian Regional Center
for Graduate Study and Research
in Agriculture
College, Los Baños
Laguna 4031, Philippines
Phone: +63-49-536-3459
Fax: +63-49-536-2283
Email: asrf@searca.org

Science and Education for Agriculture and Development

www.searca.org

