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Unraveling the Policy Issues

and Development

Challenges on Biofuels
An Executive Forum

23-25 April 2008

Dusit Thani Hotel, Makati City, Philippines

RATIONALE

Governments and the private sector in the

developing world are joining the world’s

biofuel producers for energy and

environmental security

Calls for rational decision and policy-making

and program planning informed by greater

familiarity with the technology of biofuel

production and its social, economic,

environmental, and political implications.
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OBJECTIVES

1. Update on global and regional trends and
patterns in biofuel production,
consumption, and policy;

2. Analyze and discuss the policy issues and
development challenges of biofuel
development programs and its emerging
industry; and

3. Formulate informed recommendations
related to action programs, industry plans,
regulations, and/or research on biofuels as
applicable to participants’ respective areas
of influence.

PARTICIPANTS

   Senior and mid-level decision and

policy makers in government agencies,

academe, research institutions, and the

private sector in energy, science and

technology, agriculture, engineering,

forestry, economics, and other relevant

fields to biofuel production, processing

and distribution
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CONTENT

1. Overview of global and regional trends
and patterns in biofuel production,
promotion, and consumption and their
social, environmental, and economic
implications;

2. Technical aspects about biofuel
production, processing, trade and use;

3. Experts’ analyses of needed actions and
decisions for rational, science-based
biofuels programs in Southeast Asia; and

4. Country situations on biofuel programs
of selected Southeast Asian countries.

RESOURCE PERSONS

Dr. Mark W. Rosegrant – Director,
Environment and Production Technology
Division, International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI)

Mr. Josefo B. Tuyor – Operations Officer
(Environment), World Bank (WB) Philippines

Dr. Mahfuz Ahmed – Senior Agricultural
Economist, Agriculture, Environment, and
Natural Resources Division, Southeast Asia
Department, Asian Development Bank

Mr. Jose Maria T. Zabaleta – Chairman, San
Carlos Bioenergy, Inc.; President, Bronzeoak
Clean Energy
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RESOURCE PERSONS

Dr. Virgilio T. Villancio – Program Leader,
Integrated R&D Program on Jatropha curcas
and University Researcher, University of the
Philipines Los Baños

Dr. Larry Chee-Yoon Wong – Senior Fellow,
Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(ISIS) Malaysia

Dr. William D. Dar –  Director-General,
International Crops Research Institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

RESOURCE PERSONS

Mr. Francis Caluag, Chemrez Technologies

Mr. Miguel Z. Patolot, Global Trade
Management Consultancy Services

Mr. Fred Po, Green8

Engr. Elma T. Karunungan – Chief,
Alternative Fuels and Energy Technology Division,
Energy Utilization Management Bureau (EUMB),
Department of Energy (DOE)

Mr. Mario Marasigan – Director, DOE EUMB

Dr. Alvin Culaba - Professor, De La Salle
University
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ORGANIZERS

SEARCA – Dr. Arsenio M. Balisacan,

Director

DOE and National Biofuels Board (NBB) –

Hon. Angelo T. Reyes, Secretary and

Chair, respectively

USAID Philippines Energy and Clean Air

Project (ECAP) – Mr. Renato Goco,

Chief of Party

PARTNERS

IFPRI

WB Philippines

ADB

ICRISAT

Chemrez Technologies
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Let’s talk it over…


