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Paleontological Worldview

Deep Time : species–and cultures–come 
and go in the course of deep history.

Deep Culture : human social behavior is 
an expression of human biology; 
sociobiology

Language As Power

Magandang hapon po. Maraming 
salamat sa pagimbita sa akin, isang 
malaking karangalan na makadalo ako 
dito.

Why Consider Economy?

Economic systems come and go in the 
course of human history

We have choices: economic systems are 
not laws of nature

Economic systems reflect 1) human 
values, 2) local adaptations

Breaking News: Pfizer 
Corruption

“In the Army I was expected to protect 
people at all costs, at Pfizer I was 
expected to increase profits at all costs, 
even when sales meant endangering 
lives.” ~John Kopchinski (former Pfizer 
employee)

Breaking News: Japanese 
Election

Promising changes in economic policies, 
the Japanese Democratic Party swept 
into power after 54 years of single-party 
rule by the liberal Democrats. Prime 
Minister Yukio Hatoyama



Endangered Species
Nuclear War: dominance hierarchies 
in/between populations

Poverty: lost value systems; can we 
regain them in time? Us vs. Them.

Resource Depletion: overpopulation 
water/oil/food wars; mass extinction

Theory of Sociotherapy
Psychopathology & Psychotherapy

Individual suffering & dysfunction

Therapeutic Personal Change: truth-telling within a context of 
internal repression

Sociopathology & Sociotherapy

SOCIETAL SUFFERING & DYSFUNCTION

THERAPEUTIC SOCIAL CHANGE: truth-telling within a 
context of internal & external repression

Challenge of Social 
Sciences

Truth-telling of power structure is taboo 
(democracies & tyrannies)

Job of the social scientist is truth-telling 
within a context of external repression

Bataan Power Plant:
The Real Meltdown

Sociopathology: dysfunctional decision-
making

Building nuclear pp in an area with active 
volcanoes and earthquakes

Denial of severe consequences of a 
nuclear disaster

Theory of Social Change

What do you want?

Does what you want translate from 
imagination to reality?

Where is the connection between private 
want and public policy?

Culture is:
– Ideology
– Propaganda
– Historical Contingency

The Tyranny of Modern Culture
obey, work, reproduce.

Collective Unconscious



Democracy is Subversive
Democracy:

Public Servants – Yes
Leaders – No

Human culture offers 
functional structure at the 

price of conformity

Human biology offers 
choices Power to control mass 

communication is pivotal 
to controlling cultural 

norms

Power disparities are 
maintained through 

physical and structural 
violence

Transformation of public, 
cultural reality originates 

with transformation of 
private, internal 

imagination



Chaco Culture Chaco Culture
ENVIRONMENTAL CARRYING 
CAPACITY SETS LIMITS ON HUMAN 
POPULATION

RESOURCE USAGE IS A FUNCTION 
OF 

POWER – PRIVATE VS. PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 

POPULATION – PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION + 
SIZE

Populations: Small

TRIBAL: FLAT, DISTRIBUTED POWER 

NO EXPLOITATION OF LABOR FOR PRIVATE 
GAIN

NO EXPLOITATION OF RESOURCES FOR PRIV. 
GAIN

Populations: Large

WESTERN: RANKED, CONCENTRATE 
POWER 

EXPLOITATION OF LABOR FOR PRIVATE GAIN

EXPLOITATION OF RESOURCES FOR PRIVATE 
GAIN

Asking The Right 
Questions

WHAT TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 
WILL ELIMINATE HUNGER?

WHAT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
WILL ELIMINATE HUNGER?

Hunger: 1 in 6

POWER DISTRIBUTION – DISPARITY

POPULATION GROWTH – LIMITS

CULTURAL VALUES – not science



Economic System:
It’s Not Working

Does not meet the needs of people

Unstable

What to do: More of same? New?

Western Civilization:
Work-in-Progress

1809: slavery/spanish colony

1909: women can’t vote/american

2009: What is today’s abomination?

Democracy

Democracy, and equality, are subversive 
ideas of sharing power and wealth.

US Rice Dumping & 
Biofuels Agriculture

$11 billion (1995-2006) US government 
rice subsidies

Hunger in Philippines; Food riots in Haiti

Policy to shift agriculture from local food 
crops to biofuels and export crops 
creates dependency

Everybody in the World Except U.S. 
Citizens Should Be Allowed to Vote 
and Elect the American Government 
~Slavoj �?�?�?�?i�@�@�@�@ek

Slovenian critic. March 11, 2008

Great Seal of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony 
(1629-1689).
“Come over and help us.”



The Philippines are not ours 
to exploit, but to develop, to 
civilize, to educate, to train in 
the science of self-
government. ~President 
McKinley 

UN Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis 
and Its Impact on Development, June 24-26 2009

”Our strong view is that the UN does not 
have the expertise or the mandate to serve 
as a forum for meaningful dialogue or to 
provide direction on issues such as reserve 
systems, the international financial 
institutions, and the international financial 
architecture.” ~John F. Sammis, US

Economics and Culture

Power : who has it, who doesn’t

Values : poverty & democracy

Limits :  constraints on growth

Human Ecology

Finite Habitat/Resources

Economic & population growth propaganda

Evolution of eating

Why biotech cannot fix hunger

Evolution of Eating

Eating w/o science: 6 million years (2.19 
billion days)

Eating as mammals: 100 million years 
(109.5 billion days)

Aboriginal populations: most 
sophisticated knowledge of food

Cultural Values

Food could be universally free

For the rich, food is already free

Prices are function of control of:

Demand, Production, Distribution



Corporate Values

Professional athletes: Property 
benefitting corporations (Nike, AT&T, 
Adidas, San Miguel).

Tiger Woods (ball & stick) $110 million

Manny Pacquiao (violent) $45 million

Community Values

Actions Benefitting Lives:

Gov & Private Rescue Workers: $110 million

57 people rescued as ferry sank off Bantangas 
(may 23, 2009)

Henry Sy

"I am optimistic that we can achieve a 
better future. It is not true that the 
Philippines is a hopeless case.”
(Philippines Star, 2006)

What you see, is what you get .     2 
billionaires & 20 million hungry.




