Advancing Inclusive
and Sustainable
Agricultural and Rural
Development (ISARD)
in Southeast Asia
Why ISARD
Southeast Asia faces complex challenges amid emerging
opportunities. Foremost of the challenges it faces are
its continuously increasing population with increasing
and changing food and nutrition needs, decreasing land
area available for agriculture and food production, water
and natural resource constraints exacerbated by global
warming and unpredictable weather patterns, periodic
and unpredictable food shortages and price volatility, and
lingering rural poverty. In the midst of these challenges is
the looming integration of the ASEAN Economic Community
(AEC) starting 2015 and the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA)
that could usher regional supply chains that ought to
include small-scale farms in the rural areas.
The imperative for inclusive and sustainable agricultural
and rural development (ISARD) also draws lessons from
agricultural and rural development (ARD) work in the
past. First, development must be well-rounded and inclusive.
Beyond improving a nation’s GDP or GNP and balance of
trade, development ought to enhance the food security,
health, and quality of life of the people, especially the poor
and vulnerable groups.
A second lesson from past efforts is the realization that
development must be sustainable. Development should

be achieved without destroying the natural environment
and without reducing its potentials and ability to satisfy
the needs of future generations. It further implies the
presence of structures and institutions that lend stability to
development interventions.
Third, research findings and new knowledge should be used
to benefit the people. The fast-changing agricultural and
rural development challenges require immediate solutions
demonstrating direct links between research, policy, and
development impact. Further, the role of science in finding
solutions to today’s food and nutrition security challenges
cannot be overemphasized.

What is ISARD
ISARD is a scheme and approach of engaging multiple
stakeholders toward improving the well-being of the
rural poor through their improved natural resource-based
livelihoods along with supportive systems and institutions
that contribute to food and nutrition security of the wider
population beyond present generations. In its Tenth
Five-Year Plan (10th FYP), the Southeast Asian Regional
Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture
(SEARCA) articulates ISARD according to its domains
on Social Inclusion, Environmental Sustainability, and
Institutions and Governance.

